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CHILDHOOD LEAD
POISONING IN CHICAGO

Chicago leads the nation in the number of
children identified as lead poisoned. In 2002,
more than 12,000 of Chicago’s children were
identified as lead poisoned. The number
likely is much higher since less than 40%

of Chicago children who should be tested

for lead poisoning are tested.

Most children are lead poisoned in their
homes, and deteriorating lead paint on
windows, doors, and porches in homes built
before 1978 is the main cause. Children in
pre-1978 homes being renovated and
remodeled also are at serious risk.

Although lead can harm all children six years
and younger, children under age three years
are at greatest risk for lead poisoning because

of the high levels of lead they retain; the extent

to which they crawl and put their hands in
their mouths, picking up lead dust that has
settled in window sills, toys, or on the floor;
and the sensitivity of their nervous system.

Lead poisoning in children can cause irreversible
brain damage, and even at very low levels can
lead to:
* Learning disabilities, such as speech and
language disorders.
* Behavioral problems, such as aggression

and hyperactivity.

Research suggests a link between lead exposure
and delinquency and criminal behavior.

While lead poisoning is potentially devastating,
it is also entirely preventable.

WHAT WE DO

Lead Safe Chicago is working to:

e Maximize the number of affordable, lead safe
housing units.

* Increase the identification of properties with
lead paint.

* Motivate property owners to take the
initiative in making their properties lead safe.

* Increase identification of young children
who are at risk for lead poisoning.

* Promote lead safe work practices when
remodeling or renovating homes with
lead paint.

* Raise awareness among legislators, decision
makers, and media about lead poisoning
and how to prevent it.

* Generate revenue to provide loans and grants
to assist property owners in making homes

lead safe.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Parents: Beginning at age six months until age
seven have your child tested for lead poisoning
and take measures to make your home lead safe.

Landlords: Replace pre-1978 windows in
a lead safe manner and maintain lead safe

buildings.

Hardware stores: Educate customers about
lead safe work practices.

Carpenters, contractors, window
installers: Use lead safe work practices.

Realtors: Promote the importance of lead safe
housing to buyers and sellers.

Healthcare providers: Test all children
under the age of seven for lead and educate
parents about lead poisoning,.

Legislators: Support legislation that promotes
a lead safe Illinois.

Trade associations: Educate your constituencies
about the importance of lead safe work practices
and support legislation that promotes a lead safe
Illinois.

Community-based organizations: Create
programs to help prevent lead poisoning and
assist families of lead poisoned children.



